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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)
New Delhi, the 3rd May, 2018/Vaisakha 13, 1940 (Saka)

THE COMMERCIAL COURTS, COMMERCIAL DIVISION
AND COMMERCIAL APPELLATE DIVISION OF HIGH
COURTS (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE, 2018

No 3 or 2018

Promulgated by the President in the Sixty-ninth Year of
the Republic of India.

An Ordinance to amend the Commercial Courts, Commercial

Division and Commercial Appellate Division of High
Courts Act, 2015.

WHEREAS Parliament is not in session and the President is
satisfied that circumstances exist which render it necessary for
him to take immediate action;

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by
clause (1) of article 123 of the Constitution, the President is
pleased to promulgate the following Ordinance:

1. (1) This Ordinance may be called the Commercial Courts, Short title and
Commercial Division and Commercial Appellate Division of ¢ommencement
High Courts (Amendment) Ordinance, 2018.

(2) Save as otherwise provided, it shall come into force at
once.
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Amendment  of 2, In the Commercial Courts, Commercial Division and

long title. Commercial Appellate Division of High Courts Act, 2015
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), in the long title,
after the words “Commercial Courts”, the words “, Commercial
Appellate Courts” shall be inserted.

Amendment  of 3, In section 1 of the principal Act, for sub-section (1), the
sechion 1. following sub-section shall be substituted, namely:—

“(1) This Act may be called the Commercial Courts Act,
2015

Amendment  of  4,In section 2 of the principal Act, in sub-section (1),—
section 2.
(I) clause (a) shall be renumbered as clause (aa) thereof,

and before clause (aa) as so renumbered, the following
clause shall be inserted,namely:—

‘(a) “Commercial Appellate Courts” means the
Commercial Appellate Courts designated under section
3A;;

(II) in clause (i), for the words “which shall not be less
than one crore rupees”, the words “which shall not be less
than three lakh rupees” shall be substituted.

Substitution — of  5.In the principal Act, in Chapter II, for the Chapter heading,
Chapter heading.  the following Chapter heading shall be substituted, namely:—

“COMMERCIAL COURTS, COMMERCIAL APPELLATE COURTS,
COMMERCIAL DIVISIONS AND COMMERCIAL APPELLATE
DIVISIONS™.

Amendment  of 6.In section 3 of the principal Act,—
section 3.
(a) in sub-section (1),for the proviso, the following
provisos shall be substituted, namely:—

“Provided that with respect to the High Courts
having ordinary original civil jurisdiction, the State
Government may, after consultation with the concerned
High Court, by notification, constitute Commercial
Courts at the District Judgelevel:

Provided further that with respect to a territory
over which the High Courts have ordinary original civil
jurisdiction, the State Government may, by notification,
specify such pecuniary value which shall not be less
than three lakh rupees and not more than the pecuniary
jurisdiction exercisable by the District Courts, as it may
consider necessary.”;
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(b) after sub-section (1), the following sub-section shall
be inserted, namely: —

“(1A) Notwithstanding anything contained in this
Act, the State Government may, after consultation with
concerned High Court, by notification, specify such
pecuniary value which shall not be less than three lakh
rupees or such higher value, for whole or part of the
State, as it may consider necessary.”;

(c) in sub-section(3), —

(i) for the words “State Government shall”, the
words “State Government may” shall be substituted;

(i) for the words *“Commercial Court,from
amongst the cadre of Higher Judicial Service in the

State”, the following words shall be substituted,
namely:—

“Commercial Court either at the level of
District Judge or a court below the level of a
District Judge.”.

7. After section 3 of the principal Act, the following section
shall be inserted, namely:—

“3A. Exceptthe territories over which the High Courts
have ordinary original civil jurisdiction, the State
Government may, after consultation with the concerned
High Court, by notification, designate such number of
Commercial Appellate Courts at District Judge level, as it
may deem necessary, for the purposes of exercising the

Jurisdiction and powers conferred on those Courts under this
Act.”.

8. In section 4 of the principal Act,in sub-section (1), for the
words “ordinary civil jurisdiction”, the words “ordinary original
civil jurisdiction™ shall be substituted.

9. Section 9 of the principal Act shall be omitted.

10. In section 12 of the principal Act, in sub-section (1),——

(i) in clause (c), after the words “Specified Value:”,
the word “and” shall be inserted;

(ii) in clause (d), the word “and”, occurring at the end,
shall be omitted;

Insertion of new
section 3A.

Designation of
Commercial
Appellate
Courts.

Amendment of
section 4.

Omission of
section 9.

Amendment of
section 12.



